
Must Pass on Charges in Dis¬
trict, Subcommittee

Will Suggest.

FAIR PROFIT DISCUSSED

A rent commission, to pass upon all
rents charged in the District of Co¬
lumbia. is the remedy for the rents

situation which confronts the Na¬
tional Capital that the members of
the Senate District subcommittee ir-
vestigating profiteering- have in mind,
it became apparent at a hearing and
conference which the committee held
yesterday afternoon.
Chairman Ball of the committee re-

lealed the pian which is under con¬
sideration during the testimony of
.Bates Warren, who is a member of
the local Real Estate Brokers Asso¬
ciation. It had been stated that the
committee would hold no further
hearings, but would get down to work
on the draft of a bill to curb profiteer¬
ing in rents immediately.
Percy H. Russell, owner of the

Newport apartment house, and Bates
» arren w*re put on the stand ves- I
tercay afternoon and questioned' by'
members of the committee regarding
the percentage of ;.rofits which own-
ere of property should be allowed to |
make when renting their houses and
apartments.

May Finish Draft This Week.

, "\he, hearings yesterday were the!
last to be given on the rent situu- i
uon and the committee*, expects to

Ai? drafu o£ "s bill by the
end of the present week
= ih,1S-.ijenat;jr BaU discussed the
S ? °£ Jhe establishment of
» commission of four to administer

Thith theK Pistrict "WWasone of the members, it is known that
fh?fri.meni ,e,IS ot" lhe committee feel
«« 'J would perhaps be more prac¬
tical to have one man as rent ad¬
ministrator. instead of a commission.
The opinion was expressed bv Mr

¦W arren that if Congress would let the
al0fJe- the law ot suj.i.ly and

demand would quickly bring about a

u!U"?".°fhttJe Present rents problem.
¦ ^ 1 owners of real estate!

and builders now are hesitating be-
cause they do not know what treat- !
men t to expect from Congress. The
fcaulsbury resolution he characterized
as a great mistake, which had caused
stagnation in the building workl here !
resulting- in a failure to produce the
awei.inss which are vitally needed
However, if there is to be legisla¬

tion dealing with rents. .Mr. Warren
expressed the opinion that the plan
lor a tommjsssion to pass upon rents
would be advisable.

Suggests 7 to 10 Per Cent.
Mr. "Warren told the committee that

In his opinion owners of real estate
dwellings and apartment houses

.
®hould be permitted to make from 7
to 10 per cent on their investment,
iie said that the prevailing: rate on

j money invested was 6 per cent, and
that in order to encourage building it
was necessary to allow a little more
than 6 per cent. He said. too. that
.wing- to the fact that leases are made
Tor a year or more, and it is impossi¬
ble to foresee all the repairs and im¬
provements which may have to be
made by the owner of the property
Before the lease runs out, it is neces-

' to permit a margin of profit that
^rill make It possible to care for these
repairs and still leave the owner a

.fair profit.
Mr. Russell said that he thought

owners of real estate should be enti-
i tied to make a minimum of 6 per cent
> B. t.he,r investment and a maximum
! ® 1«> per cent. He said that each case
r ^ould have to be considered on its
merits.

*r* ^anlei? alao toId the committee
that the fullest kind of discretion
Should be allowed the rents commis-

.£? »*wlnist*ator to deal with in-
i dividual cases and that Congress,
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different treatment.

Might Be Model for States.
Senator Ball in outlining the plan

for a rents commission.and this lav
if finally adopted, may be regarded
as a model for the states which desire
to deal with the rents problem.de¬
clared that all four of the rents com¬

missioners proposed should be resi¬
dents of the District of Columbia, so
that they would be familiar with con¬
ditions here.

In the selection of the commission
Senator Ball proposed that one com¬
missioner should be appointed by the
President, a second should be appoint¬
ed from a list of five men submitted
to the President by the Real Estate
Brokers' Association and the third
should be chosen from a list of five to be
presented by the Federation of Citi¬
zens* Associations. The District as¬
sessor would be the fourth member of
the commission ex officio.
This commission would be empower¬

ed to administer the rents law, allow¬
ing net return on investment in real
estate of from 7 to 10 per cent. The
tenants and the property owners would
have the right to appeal to the commis¬
sion.
Except when the consent of the

owners shall be given, the proposed
bill would do away with subleasing
of property. This matter the com¬
mission would be empowered to deal
with.

More Profiteering Feared.
Chairman Ball declared during the

hearing that in his ooinion some

legislation was needed, and that if it
was not forthcoming 'here would be
a. great deal of profiteering in rents
here, particularly after the Saulsbury
resolution expires. He made it clear,
however, that the committee was
anxious not to discourage building,
and that any proposition it put for¬
ward would take that into considera¬
tion.
Chairman Ball suggested that it might

be advantageous to place the housing
corporation in charge of the erection of
some apartment houses here to help re¬
lieve the housing situation. Mr. Warren
promptly frowned on such a plan, de¬
claring that the housinj corporation had
been a great failure in its work here.
He said that it had caused an enormous
increase in the cost of labor for con¬
struction. V>y aripoting the cost-plus plan
of building. The high wages paid by
the corporation had entirely demoralized
the labor market and prevented private
persons and concerns from attempting
building operations under such condi¬
tions.
The wltneis suggested that if the gov¬

ernment is going to use its funds to aid
in the situation, it would be better for

the government to lend money to private
individuals and concerns to erect dwell¬
ings and to have the money paid back
to the government by the borrowers. He
said such loans were not absolutely nec¬
essary to meet the situation, however.

Says Apartments Need Store.
Both Mr. Warren and Mr. Russell in¬

sisted that owners of houses could be
content with 0 or 7 per cent net return,
but that in the case of apartment houses
It was only fair to figure on a larger net
return, since the costs of maintenance
and operation were much greater than
in the case of houses.
Mr. Warren expressed the opinion that

no apartment houses in Washington to¬
day are making over S per cent on the
investment and that some are not pay¬
ing as much as fi per cent.
"Building must be stimulated to ob¬

tain relief from the present housing sit¬
uation here," said Mr. Warren. "If you
are going to regulate rents, you must do
it through a rent administrator. You
canrot deal with this problem with an
absolute law, or you will work injustices
to many persons. If such a law had
been enacted last year we probably
would have been 50 per cent better oft
in the matter of housing the people than
we are today."

Discusses Saulsbury Act.
Mr. Warren said he had predicted that

the Saulsbury resolution would not stop
profiteering, anil that it had not stopped
either profiteering or evictions. lie said
that owners of property had profiteered
in the excessive prices which they asked
for property when they sold it. and that
many evictions had been accomplished
through the sale of dwellings.

Mr. Wnrren offered the co-nnerution
of the real estate brokers in the draft-
ing of legislation tor a rent cornmis-
sion or rent administrator. lie said
that last year the association had in-
<!or.-<ec! ")e proposal of a law for a rent
administrator.
While discussing the rents situation,

Mr. Warren touched upon the wages
paid to a very large percentage of the
population of Washington.the gov¬
ernment employes.declaring that ttiey
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TWm 10-Kay Dtltoa
Ch«ck« Invoice*, lift*res
payrolls, estimates, inter¬
est end chain discounts.
Inventories, cost sheets,
trial balances. It tabu¬
lates, crossfoots and adds
two columns at once. Tha
Dalton Is an all round
machine, equally adapted
to the one-man office or
the largest corporation.

Does the operator or

the machine do the work?
Simplicity is the keynote of efficiency. The Dalton
has but 10 keys, one for each figure. They are com¬

pactly arranged onder the fingers of one hand. To
list $123.45 you strike the keys 1-2-3-4-5 and the
machine automatically puts the figures in their
proper columns.
This is Dalton simplicity. It relieves the operator of
column selection, of countless hand and eye move¬
ments, of brain fag and nerve strain. With a Dalton
the machine does the work.

With eyes on her work and fingers on keys the Dalton
operator lists and figures with the ease and speed of
an expert performer fingering the keys of a piano.
Any one can operate the Dalton, no experience is
necessary, and with little practice one can operate it
by the Touch Method.without looking at the keys.
The Dalton multiplies as easy as it adds. It com¬
bines in one machine the features of both a listing and
a calculating machine.

Phone for Demonstration
If a Dalton will speed up your office work, eliminate errors la
figuring and make an actual money-saving for you, itill It not
pay you to Inoatigate it > Let us show you how it Bares on ymt
work. A demonstration involres no obligation. Ask for it.
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had failed to increase materially with the investment during that time had
the increased cost of living and the
increased wages of persons working
in private pursuits.

Mr. Kussell testified that he had
owned the Newport apartment house
for seventeen months, that it had cost
him $50,000 ana that his net return on

been $623, or less than 2 per cent on

his investment.

"Accused of Profiteering.''
The witness said that he had been

accused of profiteering by Representa¬

tive Howard of Georgia during a de¬
bate on the floor of the House. He
said that the figures he had presented
the committee were a sufficient answer
to this accusation. He admitted, how¬
ever. that in the case of an apartment
which had become vacant he increased
the rent to the incoming tenant from

$26 a month lo $75. He said that he
had requested his tenants lo pay an
increase o: 10 p*r cent last year, and
that some of them had done so. while
still others availed themselves of the
SaulsbUry resolution and did not make
the increase. Mr. Kussell read to the
committee a list of houses which he

owns and rents, and insisted that the
rents had not been increased in any of
them.

Yet [ am classed as a profiteer by
Representative Howard." he said. ' He
also charged that I evicted a tenant
The charge is false, for the tenant
i-moved voluntarily."

1

Thursday, Friday and Satur¬
day are Exhibition Days
All Washington is invited to

view what, we ^believe, is our

crowning achievement as sponsors
of authoritative millinery styles.

Store Hours 9:15 to 6

Satisfaction First

810-818 Seventh Street

Millinery for Young
Folks
.is shown on a scale that rivals
the display for their elders. The
hundreds of dress hats and school
hats of irresistible appeal will prove
of intense interest to children and
their mothers.

King's Palace Formally Presents Washington's Foremost Fashion Show.

New Millinery of Inimitable Charm
DAME Fashion opens,her treasure box.dazzling the beholder with her wealth of brilliant creations in

hats for fall.revealing new and lovelier conceits of line, color and adornment. In size, variety and values, it is an assemblage
of which King's Palace may well be proud. True to the traditions of this supreme millinery center, selection is bounded only by the
limits of good taste.the authentic ideas of New York and Paris are shown in their entirety. Our years of experience in anticipating
the tastes of Washington women are reflected in the Fall 191c> collection. There are hats for every preference, every face and

every personality. As always, choosing the hat here is a delightful experience, so admirably are we equipped to serve you.

Radiant Millinery Gems:

Our Famous
TrimmedHats
$4.95 $7.50
$9.95 $12.95
THESE representative groups ably

hold their own in a contcst for
the honors with the most expensive
productions. And never did they
better demonstrate the ability of this
store to provide really exclusive hats
at popular prices. Hundreds of
them.no two alike.large, medium
and small models, rich in materials,
superb in workmanship and faultless
in styling.

Refined Splendor, Rich
Characterize

Model Hats
and Copies of Imported

Hats

$14.95 to $35
LI ATS that interpret Paris in her
* 1 most fascinating whims.hats
that strike the high notes of the mil¬
liner's art. More of these distin¬
guished creations than we've ever
shown before.in fact, so many that
they really deserve a separate "open¬
ing" of their own.

Sport Hats and Ready-
to-Wear Hats

In bountiful array. Smart pro¬
ductions for sport and street wear.

¦r

Simplicity, Quiet Magnificence-
the New Hats for Fall

The Modes
^
of

the Hour in

Women's
Suits
$27.90 to
$95.00

Fall productions in¬
vite your selection to¬
morrow. Braid and
fur trimmed models are

especially prominent.
Plenty of the ever-pop¬
ular tailored suits, too,
of trim distinction.
Blouse, vest and

belted models in all
sizes 16 to 44.
.And a complete

line of extra size suits.

JHE natural reaction from the somber elements of wartime
style is shown in the dash and distinction of the styles as

well as the riot of color that is the hallmark of many of the new

hats. Materials are Panne velvet, Lyons velvet, mirrored vel¬
vet and plain velvet. Many of the black hats are faced in colors,
and brilliant colore flame out among; the trimmings. Yet there
is an entire absence of the gaudy and bizarre.rather is there a

harmonious balance between simplicity and brilliancy.

gAILORS, mushrooms, side rolls, pokes, continentals, flares,
close-^tting shapes.they're all here, in new and different

manifestations. Trimmings of plain and fancy ostrich, glycer-
ii/.ed ostrich, blondine, beaver, bright-hued flowers and ribbons,
[applied in unique effects.

Stunning New
Coats, $25.90
to $115.00
Never was so much

thought lavished on
the coat as this season.

Styles show a richness
and originality that
give a new and en¬
hanced significance to
the garment.
Plush coats and

cloth coats of superb
quality are ready in all
sizes and all co lors.

Lovely Fall
Dresses

$15.90 to
$67.90

Almost infinite se¬
lection of new models
in silk, georgette-and
serge.
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